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RECOGNIZING HALIE JACOBS FOR

HER BRAVERY AND HEROISM

HON. VAN HILLEARY
OF TENNESSEE

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Mr. HILLEARY. Mr. Speaker, I pay tribute
today to a brave little girl who lives in Nor-
mandy, Tennessee, a small town in the con-
gressional district I represent. Halie Jacobs is
only seven years-old. Yet, when her mother’s
life was in danger, Halie braved darkness,
angry dogs and a broken foot to walk two
miles to get help for her injured mother.

On July 10th, around midnight, Halie and
her mother Crystal were on their way home,
driving through fog and misting rain down the
kind of narrow, twisting country road that is so
common in rural Tennessee. Their car
hydroplaned into a ditch, leaving Halie’s moth-
er severely hurt and Halie with a cracked bone
in her foot. Halie stayed by her mother’s side
until, according to Halie, ‘‘I couldn’t talk to
her.’’

Not knowing for sure if her mother was liv-
ing or dead, Halie did something uncommonly
brave for a seven year-old. In spite of her own
injury, she set out on a pitch-black, lonely road
toward home and help for her mother.

Halie found her way home, got help and
showed them the way to her mother.

I am happy to report Crystal is regaining her
health. She still has a long way to go, but be-
cause of her daughter’s heroism, Crystal is on
her way to recovery.

I know Crystal is proud of her extraordinary
daughter. All of us in the Fourth Congressional
District are. Bedford County, Halie’s home
county, awarded her its first ‘‘911 Hero Award’’
for making the right call.

Though I haven’t met Halie myself, the
Tullahoma News, one of the local newspapers
at the award ceremony noted Halie ‘‘handled
the attention and barrage of questions from
television and newspaper reporters with quiet
maturity.’’ The article went on to state, ‘‘It was
the same maturity she exhibited two weeks
ago when she walked barefoot more than two
miles, in the middle of the night, to get help for
her injured mother.’’

Mr. Speaker, being in a car accident, seeing
your mother gravely injured and then watching
her pass out would be highly traumatic for
anyone, let alone a seven year-old. Yet Halie
Jacobs kept her wits and did what she knew
she had to do. I commend Halie for her un-
common courage and I wish her mother Crys-
tal well as she recovers from her injuries.

For the record, I include an account of
Halie’s heroism that appeared in Bedford
County’s newspaper, the Shelbyville Times
Gazette.

A BRAVE LITTLE GIRL: HALIE JACOBS, 7,
DEFIES DARK, DOGS TO HELP MOM

(By Ann Bullard)
Imagine riding down a narrow, dark coun-

try road in the mist and fog when the car
runs off the road and noses down into a
ditch. You’re the passenger in the front seat;
the driver has fallen to your side and is
bleeding heavily. You have no flashlight, no
cell phone. You talk with the driver, your
mama, until she can’t talk with you any
longer.

And you’re only 7 years old.
That was the situation Halie Jacobs faced

last Wednesday night, as she and her mother,

Crystal, were driving on Rowesville Road to
their Normandy home. It was close to mid-
night, and, like most persons of any age,
Halie was afraid. Unlike many, Halie took
matters into her hands.

‘‘I stayed with Mama until I couldn’t talk
to her. [Then] I jumped into the back seat,
opened the door and got out,’’ the petite sec-
ond-grader said, explaining if she’d tried to
exit on her side she’d have been in the creek.

Not knowing whether her mother was dead
or alive, Halie started home. In spite of a
sprained ankle and bare feet, the youngster
ran and walked 2.1 miles from the accident
to her grandparents’ home. She turned the
wrong way initially, walking about .3 miles
to Highway 41-A, then reversed her path, ran
past the car with her mother inside down
Normandy Road to Dement Road and the
family trailer.

The youngster passed only one house. The
light was on but she didn’t know the people
and was afraid to stop. As she ran down the
middle of unlighted, tree-shrouded roads, she
was chased by two dogs. ‘‘Then I walked so
they wouldn’t come after me,’’ she said. And,
finally, she reached home.

‘‘I was on the phone with her dad when
Halie came in covered with blood,’’ her
grandmother, Teressia Jacobs, said. ‘‘She
told me, ‘Me and Mama had a wreck at the
end of the road. I talked to her until she
could talk no more.’’’

Only after reaching home, having family’s
arms around her and knowing they were get-
ting help for her mama did Halie cry.
Teressia called 911 and then drove to the
scene, taking a reluctant Halie with her to
be sure she found the car.

‘‘I didn’t want to look in case it was too
bad,’’ Halie said, tearing up when she re-
membered her fear that her mother had been
killed.

At a little more than 50 pounds and about
3 feet 9 inches tall, the blond-haired, blue-
eyed rising second-grader at Cascade School
seems an unlikely candidate to be a hero.
The angel pin she now wears expresses her
mother’s emotions.

When EMS workers arrived, they found
Crystal on the passenger side of her 1995 Nis-
san Sentra in which both air bags had de-
ployed. Neither Crystal nor Halie, who was
beside her in the front seat, were wearing
seat belts.

‘‘It was rainy and foggy and I think I
hydroplaned,’’ Crystal said. According to
State Trooper Rhett Campbell, the newest
officer serving this district, the car had gone
off the road, down alongside Shipman’s
Creek and came to rest on top of a pile of
dirt.

How did Crystal get across the console? ‘‘I
don’t know. I knew Halie was in the car and
suppose I tried to protect her. When I re-
gained consciousness, I was on the passenger
side.’’

‘‘God and Granny were with her that
night,’’ Teressia said of the child’s other
grandmother who had died this spring.

Crystal was taken by ambulance to Bed-
ford County Medical Center. It was too foggy
for LifeFlight so the ambulance took her on
to Vanderbilt University Medical Center in
Nashville where she was treated. She was
discharged until the facial swelling was re-
duced, then was admitted to Vanderbilt this
morning for reconstruction of both sinus
cavities and her cheek.

As for Halie, she is pretty matter-of-fact
about it all. She is looking forward to enter-
ing Cascade School in the fall, and spends
her vacation swimming, watching Rug Rats
and Sponge Ball cartoons and playing on the
computer.

To adults around her, the 7-year-old is a
hero. Cathy Mathis, head of the Bedford
County Communications Center and E-911,

plans to present Halie with a ‘‘911 Hero
Award’’ within the next few days.
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RECOGNIZING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF
TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002
Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

recognize the Republic of Trinidad and To-
bago on its celebration of the 40th anniversary
of its Independence.

I will spend a brief moment describing the
beginnings of the Republic of Trinidad and To-
bago and describe its ties with the U.S.

Trinidad was settled by the Spanish a cen-
tury after Columbus landed there. The original
inhabitants—Arawak and Carib Indians—were
largely wiped out by the Spanish colonizers,
and the survivors were gradually assimilated.
Although it attracted French, free Black, and
other non-Spanish settlers, Trinidad remained
under Spanish rule until the British captured it
in 1797. During the colonial period, Trinidad’s
economy relied on large sugar and cocoa
plantations.

Tobago’s development was similar to other
plantation islands in the Lesser Antilles and
quite different from Trinidad’s. The smaller is-
land of the pair, Tobago became known first
as Tavaco, then Tabagua, then as Tobago.
This was the name given by its tribal people
who used a long stemmed pipe in which they
smoked a herb called Vcohiba, known today
as tobacco.

During the colonial period, French, Dutch,
and British forces fought over possession of
Tobago, and the island changed hands 22
times—more often than any other West Indian
island. Tobago was finally ceded to Great Brit-
ain in 1814. Trinidad and Tobago were incor-
porated into a single colony in 1888.

If Trinidad was a sugar economy in the 19th
Century it became an oil economy in the 20th.
With the advent of the automobile and the
conversion of the British Navy from coal to oil
the search for and the production of oil re-
ceived a strong boost.

Oil was discovered in the Guayguaygare,
Point Fortin, and Forest Reserve areas in Trin-
idad. Over time oil and oil related exports
came to dominate the economy and trans-
formed much of populace from a rural to an
urban one.

Besides oil, another important event was the
establishment of U.S. bases on the island in
1941. This was agreed to in exchange for 50
destroyers which at the time was sorely need-
ed by an overstretched Britain. These bases
included a large chunk of the Chaguramas Pe-
ninsular as well as an air base at Wallerfield.
The G.I.s injected American culture and
money into a stagnant economy and shifted
the focus of country from Britain to the U.S.
More important, U.S. Marines helped construct
numerous roads including the important North-
ern Coast Road which still is functional today.

In the 1950s, the British sponsored the
West Indies Federation as a potential post-co-
lonial model, in the belief that most of the Car-
ibbean islands would be unable to survive po-
litically or economically on their own. The Car-
ibbean peoples thought otherwise and the
Federation collapsed in the early 1960s.
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In Trinidad and Tobago a movement was

being born in the 1950s. After receiving his
Ph.D. and serving as assistant professor at
Howard University, Eric Williams returned to
Trinidad and Tobago and formed the People’s
National Movement (PNM), a political party of
which he became the leader. In September of
1956, the PNM won the national elections and
he became the chief minister of the country
from 1956 to 1959, premier from 1959 to
1962, and prime minister from 1962 to 1981.
During his term as prime minister, Williams led
Trinidad and Tobago into full independence
within the Commonwealth in 1962. Eric Wil-
liams is considered the father of Trinidad and
Tobago. He died in office on March 29, 1981.

After its 1962 independence, Trinidad joined
the United Nations and the Commonwealth. In
1967, it became the first Commonwealth coun-
try to join the Organization of American States
(OAS).

Trinidad and Tobago and the U.S. enjoy
cordial relations. U.S. interests focus on in-
vestment and trade, and on enhancing
Trinidad’s political and social stability and
positive regional role through assistance in
drug interdiction and legal affairs. A U.S. em-
bassy was established in Port of Spain in
1962, replacing the former consulate general.
Today, the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
remains a stable government with close ties
and a working relationship to the United
States.

Evidence of government stability is rep-
resented in the fact that U.S. investment in
Trinidad and Tobago exceeds one and one-
quarter billion dollars. In addition, Trinidad and
Tobago is becoming the leading importer of
liquefied natural gas to the U.S. It also is ac-
tive in the U.S.-initiated Summit of the Amer-
icas process and fully supports the establish-
ment of the Free Trade Area of the Americas.

This has made Trinidad and Tobago one of
the most prosperous islands in the Caribbean.

With a population of 1.2 million people and
the size of the state of Delaware, Trinidad and
Tobago maintains strong relations with its Car-
ibbean neighbors as well. As the most indus-
trialized and second-largest country in the
English-speaking Caribbean, Trinidad and To-
bago has taken a leading role in the Carib-
bean Community and Common Market
(CARICOM), and strongly supports CARICOM
economic integration efforts.

The two countries also share its people and
culture. There are large numbers of U.S. citi-
zens and permanent residents of Trinidadian
origin living in the United States. These indi-
viduals keep strong cultural ties to their coun-
try of origin. About 20,000 U.S. citizens visit
Trinidad and Tobago on vacation or for busi-
ness every year, and over 2,700 American citi-
zens are residents. In addition, Trinidad like
carnivals are held in numerous cities across
the U.S. with a major celebration occurring in
Brooklyn every Labor Day.

The republic of Trinidad and Tobago is mov-
ing confidently forward in the 21st Century. As
they celebrate their 40th anniversary let us
give recognition to a nation that has realized
its potential by fostering both economic and
social growth.

IN HONOR OF AMBASSADOR F.
HAYDEN WILLIAMS

HON. NANCY PELOSI
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize and pay tribute to Ambassador F.
Hayden Williams, a great American whose dis-
tinguished service and leadership has been in-
strumental in the creation of a World War II
memorial on the National Mall in Washington,
D.C.

Ambassador Williams has devoted a lifetime
to public service. Through his time in the Navy
Reserve during World War II, his work in the
Kennedy and Eisenhower administrations, and
his tenure as an Ambassador to Micronesia,
Ambassador Williams has made important
contributions to our government over more
than fifty years. He has served with distinction
on numerous boards and committees and in
advisory capacities on defense and inter-
national affairs.

Ambassador Williams’ connection to San
Francisco and the Bay Area began as an un-
dergraduate at the University of California at
Berkeley, where he studied Political Science
and History. He has since given much to the
Bay Area, as an exemplary citizen, as a Trust-
ee of U.C., Berkeley, and as a Commissioner
of the Asian Art Museum of San Francisco.

Ambassador Williams’ effort to build a World
War II memorial is his most recent contribution
to public life. He served as a Commissioner of
the American Battle Monuments Commission
from 1994 until 2001 and was named Chair-
man of the National World War II Memorial
Committee. He directed the selection of the
Memorial’s site on the Mall and coordinated all
aspects of the Memorial’s design. He worked
closely with Representative MARCY KAPTUR

and others in the United States Congress to
garner legislative support for the Memorial.

Ambassador Williams helped shape the pur-
pose of the Memorial. He wanted it to honor
and express the Nation’s enduring gratitude to
all American men and women who served in
the United States Armed Forces during WWII,
those who gave their lives in battle, those
missing in action, and those who survived. He
made sure that the Memorial would convey a
sense of remembrance and national pride in
the fortitude, valor, and sacrifice of our armed
forces. He envisioned a Memorial that would
acknowledge and honor the nation at large,
the vigorous, spirited commitment of the
American people to the war effort, and the
vital contribution of the home front to Amer-
ica’s victory in WWII.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that I
ask my colleagues to join me in honoring Am-
bassador F. Hayden Williams. I join with his
family and friends in recognizing his service
and dedication to ensuring that the country
honors those who fought so valiantly in World
War II.

RECOGNIZING THE MAGNIFICENT
WORK OF DR. PAUL PHILLIPS
COOKE

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, July 26, 2002

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, Today, in the
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD on behalf of the citi-
zens of the District of Columbia and the
Washington, DC Alumni Chapter of Kappa
Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., I recognize Dr. Paul
Phillips Cooke for his efforts and successes in
the field of education.

I count it a privilege to acknowledge Dr.
Cooke’s dedicated service to the District of
Columbia and our nation. The citizens of
Washington, DC have been privileged to have
a leader like him in the vanguard promoting
the advancement of our great city. With a con-
gratulatory letter, I recently joined the Kappas
at a Tribute to Dr. Paul Phillips Cooke, and
noted his commitment to the enhancement of
education in the District of Columbia.

Dr. Cooke was born on June 29, 1917, in
New York City. His father and mother were
born in Washington, DC, as well as his pater-
nal grandfather and great grandmother. He at-
tended public schools of the District of Colum-
bia from 1st grade through high school. Dr.
Cooke received his Bachelor’s degree (cum
laude) in English, from Miner Teachers Col-
lege, Master’s degrees from New York Univer-
sity, and the Catholic University of America,
and his Doctorate in Education from Columbia
University. He served as Professor of English
from 1954 to 1974, at the District of Columbia
Teachers College and as its President from
1966 to 1974. He received from the University
of the District of Columbia the Doctor of Laws
degree honoris causa in 1986.

During his distinguished educational jour-
ney, Dr. Cooke also was a teacher of English
at Brown Junior High School, and at Phelps
Vocational School, on the faculty in English at
Miner Teachers College, and a lecturer at
Trinity and Gallaudet Colleges, and Howard,
American, George Washington, and George-
town Universities.

A scholar, author of more than 200 publica-
tions and papers, lecturer, historian, and inter-
national statesman, Dr. Cooke has won the
admiration and respect of his colleagues, as-
sociates, and friends for his many years of
dedicated service. He has been a member of
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc., since 1935,
and is the recipient of the Laurel Wreath, the
Fraternity’s highest award.

Dr. Cooke served as Deputy Council Mem-
ber of the World Veterans Federation, Con-
sultant to the World Peace Through Law Con-
ferences and as Chairman of the International
Affairs Commission, American Veterans Com-
mittee and is a member of the Washington,
D.C. Hall of Fame. His past and current mem-
berships also include the Girard Street Block
Association, the Shrine of the Sacred Heart
R.C. Church, the Washington Torch Club, the
Catholic Interracial Council of the District of
Columbia, the Washington City Breakfast
Group, the Cosmos Club, and the NAACP.
For more than 50 years, ‘‘Corporal’’ Cooke,
who served in the US Army Air Corps, has
been a member of the American Veterans
Committee.
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